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Painting the Figure with Unusual Materials  -  Dan Addington 
June 8 
Wednesday 
1 Session 
10am - 4pm 
Location:  Castle Hill, 10 Meetinghouse Road, Truro, MA 02666 
 
 
Materials Fee: $45.00 for supplied papers, boards, materials and model 
 
Material List:  
 
Please bring: 
 

- Handful of your favorite brushes (preferably larger sizes ½ inch to 2 inches) 
 

- Bring at least one palette knife, more than one if you have them. 
 

- Bring a spackle knife, more than one if you have them. 
 

- Painting clothes and shoes  
 

- gloves if sensitive to oil based media 
 

-   Gallon bucket of polyurethane 
-   Gallon bucket of tar (roofing cement - thin) 
-   Gallon of roofing cement - thick - we should check to see if there is any left over from last year so we 

can know the brand and what they called the thin vs the thick... each brand labels it differently 
-  Gallon of vinyl Spackle (i think it was just one gallon - let's see if Cherie remembers...) 

 
-  Slip/ceramics 
-  Palette knives (we will ask students to bring if they have any) 
- Plastic Spackle knives - a couple different sizes (we will also ask students to bring) 



- Roofing paper (felt/black) 
-   Construction paper flooring (faded pink/heavy) 
- Ask students to bring cheap brushes of various sizes that they don't mind ruining. 
 

 
Addendum to Material List: 
 
Students should bring a variety of brushes, and other material application tools they can find, like putty knives, 
palette knives, etc. In addition to the supplied materials, students can be encouraged to go to a large building 
supply center like Lowes or Home Depot, and look for unusual or unlikely materials that have some level of 
viscosity, and could be applied to a surface…like, putties, gels, spackle etc…anything but actual PAINT. Be 
experimental, prepare to share w/ other students. Nothing is too outlandish…at least to try once! 
 
Students are also encouraged to look around the house and find materials or substances that could be applied 
to paper – liquids, bathroom products, kitchen products. Think about dry materials, powders, etc, that could 
be mixed with varnish and painted onto paper. (powders, ground spices, coffee grounds, etc). 
 
Students should arrive at the workshop with these materials and application tools (wearing their painting 
clothes). 

 
 
Image-Making with Unconventional Materials 
Dan Addington 
 
The purpose of this workshop is to provide a structured opportunity for artists to explore image-making 
techniques using a variety of unusual, unconventional wet and dry media that they have probably never used 
or considered as art making materials before. 
 
Students will be encouraged to think outside of the normal “art supply” possibilities, and experiment with the 
“feel and look” of these new materials. It might also be worth noting that in this workshop, many of the 
optical “givens” of encaustic painting - color, transparency, luminosity, are traded in for earthiness, grittiness, 
value contrasts. 
 
In addition to the experience of working with new materials and experimenting with processes and application 
techniques, artists will confront ideas about proportion, space, volume, and materiality. 
 
The focus on process will be balanced by an emphases on draftsmanship, effectively merging ideas about 
drawing and painting in an experimental context. This workshop should be a time of discovery, using drawing 
as a framework. 
 
The workshop is conducted with easels and drawing boards, since all work will be done on paper – students 
can vary the angle of the board, or even lay it flat, and can sit while working at a small table if they choose 
without obstructing the view. A Model will be on a model platform. 
 
 
 


