Truro Center for the Arts at Castle Hill

New Life in an Old Barn:  Winterizing the Ceramics Studio at Castle Hill
Now in its 34th year as an arts education organization, Truro Center for the Arts at Castle Hill is regarded as one of the premier small art schools in the country, one of Cape Cod’s treasures. Its 2005 Catalogue lists well over a hundred classes in ceramics, writing and an array of visual arts workshops for adults, teenagers and children, many of which can be taken for academic credit through The Art Institute of Boston at Lesley University.  But the Center’s origins were thoroughly grassroots. 
In August of 1971, a handful of artists and craftsmen attended a fateful meeting.  A wonderful and vast New England barn built in 1882 had been purchased by Peter Brown, a contractor who told the assembled group that if artists weren’t interested in using the space for studios or for a school, he would demolish the building and use the lot for another purpose. Although no one had much money, Brown was encouraged enough by the group's interest to begin renovating and stabilizing the building, with the hope of renting sections as artists' studios.
“When I saw the new north light windows and seven studios, my concerns faded away,” said sculptor Joyce Johnston, who decided to rent the spacious main studio for the sculpture school she had established in Eastham. Chet and Doris Harris, ceramics teachers with a summer home in Wellfleet who had been students in Johnson’s school, also became enamored of the idea of a summer school in Truro. The couple agreed to set up a ceramic department, a major start for a summer craft program.  “We told Brown we wanted to rent another room,” Johnson said. “Then we asked for two more as other artists and craftspeople expressed interest in teaching.” 

A steering committee with more artists was formed; press releases went out and the new art center opened in late June of 1971. As founder, Johnson borrowed $250 on a newly acquired Master Charge card - all that was needed to get out the first one-page brochure describing 15 workshops. After receiving non-profit status a few years later, in 1975, with only three years of operations, Brown offered the property to the fledgling board at a generously low price. A yearlong fundraising effort produced the down payment. The rest, of course, is history. Since that first season, Johnson describes how “people of all ages have been attracted to Castle Hill as though there were a magnet hidden among the barn's weathered beams.” 

Some of the most exciting workshops in those early days centered on the ceramic department, with ceramicist Mikhail Zakin acting as the Pied Piper of clay. She led students to discover over twelve natural clays at local beaches, most low-fire, but a few high-fire. They experimented with the clays 
and one summer built a wood-fired kiln in the back area, staying up for 24 hours to feed the straw and clay hulk filled with hand-crafted pots. Primitive pit firing was another course that attracted large classes. Approximately 600 square feet of the barn’s studio space is devoted to ceramics with two rooms, one for throwing and hand-building, one for glazing. The kilns are located in an adjacent shed.   

For the past 34 summers the Castle Hill ceramics studio has been enjoyed and used by many faithful and wonderful students to produce some wild, unique, beautiful pottery and ceramic sculptures. Over the years, there has been a growing demand for Castle Hill to insulate and heat the ceramics studio so individual artists, students and professional groups such as The Cape Cod Potters, Inc. can use the facility beyond the summer season – for classes and open studio time. Ceramicists also noted that, with the recent addition of an annex facility, Castle Hill now offers year-round programming in writing, painting, printmaking, sculpture and mixed media arts. 
However, making the ceramics studio viable for use in colder weather required a fair bit of work to be done on the old Castle Hill barn. A fundraising campaign was initiated and beginning early in 2005, the “winterizing” process began. Work currently underway includes insulating the studio walls, ceiling, and pipes, upgrading the heating and wiring systems, installing new storm windows and doors, repairing the gas kiln and purchasing new potter’s wheels and other equipment. 
Grants from the License Plate Program of the Cape Cod Office of Economic Development, The Arts Foundation of Cape Cod, Cape Cod Five Cents Savings  Bank, and many generous individual donations have made the project a reality.  To celebrate the project’s completion, Castle Hill, in conjunction with The School of Art at the Old Church in Demarest, NJ and Cape Cod Potters, Inc. is staging a Raku Extravanaga.  Events include:

Kiln Building Workshop with Jim Brunelle & Diane Heart for potters interested in building and re-building the raku kiln at Castle Hill will be offered on Monday and Tuesday, May 22, 23 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30

Raku Firing   

For those who have bisque-fired stoneware pieces ready for raku firing and want one-of-a-kind results.  Workshop leaders include:  Mikhail Zakin, Judy Shaffer, Kristin Dennison, Diane Heart, Jim Brunelle, Tim Scull and Anne Goldberg.

Saturday, May 28, 11 – 8:30, and Sunday, May 29, 10 – 3 

Raku Extravaganza and Pottery Sale, Saturday, May 28, 5:00 – 8:30,

Come see the dramatic firing of the raku kiln after the sun goes down. Join us for wine and cheese as we celebrate the upgraded and renovated space!
The Pottery Sale continues throughout Sunday, May 29, 10 to 3.  

In addition to a full complement of clay workshops offered this summer, r Castle Hill is also offering a Fall Clay Intensive:
Paul Soldner:  September 5 – 9 - The “Soldner Workshop” is conducted through Osmosis instruction. He demonstrates and produces a body of work. Participants are encouraged to watch, ask questions, document and photograph the creative process. He will talk about his life and personal philosophy. In addition, Soldner will teach his low tech solutions for mixing glazes, making terra sigillata, firing theory and will explain his aesthetics.

Tim Scull: September 12 – 15 - This intensive five day hands on workshop will cover several firings and carbonization techniques i.e. Alternative methods: raku, pit firing, saggar firing, candy raku, painting with smoke, and fuming with horsehair and other organic materials. Extensive detail will be shared in alternative firing and varied decorative techniques for Raku, Saggar, and Pit firings. Unusual techniques using sheet metals, metal mesh, a variety of wires and fused glass will be used in this unique workshop.

For more information or to request a 2005 Catalogue, please call 
(508) 349-7511 or visit our website, www.castlehill.org. 
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